
A special election to fill the seat left vacant with

the death of Alderman-at-Large Robert “Jack” Smith

has been set for December 2, according to Edwards

Mayor R. L. Perkins and Town Clerk Jean White.

Mr. Smith served as alderman for 31 years, begin-

ning in July 1977. He died at St. Dominic’s Hospital

in Jackson on October 17.

Two qualifying petitions for the vacant position

have been submitted as of Tuesday, Ms. White re-

ports. Final date for qualifying is Friday, Nov. 21. 

“I think that there will be a good number of candi-

dates for the office,” she says. “Although we’ve only

had two of the qualifying petitions to be turned in so

far, there are eight in all who have requested the peti-

tions. I think that by Friday we’ll have more of them

turned in before the deadline.”

The petitions are submitted to the municipal elec-

tions commission, and those meeting the qualifica-

tions will be placed on the Dec. 2 ballot, the clerk

said.  

Alderman Smith served on Edwards’ volunteer fire

department and had a career as a police office in the

1960s. He retired as a truck driver for Cal-Maine

Foods.

Edwards special election 
for alderman set for Dec. 2
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The Hill of Zion Church Family will cele-

brate Family Day and Homecoming on

Sunday, Nov. 23, at 10:30 a.m. The theme

for this event is “Families Living in the

Legacy of the Lord’s Blessings.” Rev.

Alphonzo Williams, Pastor of Morning Star

Baptist Church of Memphis, will bring the

celebration message. B. Sullivan Taylor is

Pastor of Hill of Zion.

FAMILY DAY

•Latest report: Oakley

making little progress
JANS – The Mississippi Youth Justice

Project (MYJP) is calling for the state of

Mississippi to abandon the use of large

youth prisons following a report showing

that after almost four years, Oakley Training

School has made virtually no progress in

ensuring that children held there are safe

and receiving effective suicide prevention

and mental health treatment.

“It is time for Mississippi to face the

facts – large training schools that ware-

house children do not work,” said MYJP

Director Bear Atwood. “They are an ex-

pensive and ineffective relic of the past.

We must stop wasting the taxpayers’

money and actually start helping these

youths.”

The state spends $300 a day per child at

Oakley, where approximately 76 percent of

the children are non-violent offenders. A

substantial number of these children could

safely go home and receive treatment in

their community at a cost of about $23 a

day, a more efficient use of tax dollars dur-

ing the current economic downturn. 

The Mississippi House of Representatives

MYJP asks state
to abandon youth
training schools

WASHINGTON, DC – In the Obama

era of the civil rights movement, the black

community will have the opportunity to

embrace new voices and new strategies

for a new day.

Last month, as members of the Con-

gressional Black Caucus convened in

Washington, I had the privilege of speak-

ing with an emerging leader of the new

era.

Lamell McMorris, 35, the founder of

Perennial Strategy Group, a government

relations consulting firm, advises and ad-

vocates on behalf of sports and entertain-

ment clients, taking their interests to

Capitol Hill.

Six years after its inception, Perennial

Strategy Group has now expanded into a

triad of organizations, adding Perennial

Sports and Entertainment and Perennial

Law Group to the fold.

Located directly across the street from

the White House, the

Perennial team brings

artistic, social and po-

litical interests together

in a unique way. Mc-

Morris negotiates opti-

mal contract terms for

officials in Major

League Baseball and

the National Basketball

Association. He stresses the importance

of utilizing government’s appropriations

process to fund the most important social

initiatives.

Dr. Ross C. Clay is the mellowest 99-

year old you’ll ever hope to meet. Things

probably won’t change much when he

joins the centurion band on Dec. 15, 2008,

especially if he gets to play one of his own

hymns or anthems. Farish Street Baptist

Church

may let

him do just

that on

Sunday,

Dec. 14,

when they

celebrate

his 100th

birthday.

The 11

a.m. serv-

ice will be

held in the

church

sanctuary

at 619 Farish Street in Jackson.

Dr. Clay is known throughout Jackson

for his jovial personality, gentle spirit and

love of music, which he gladly shares with

others. “Music is his life!” exclaimed Dr.

Hickman Johnson, Pastor of Farish Street

Baptist Church. “Dr. Clay has served his

community with distinction as an educator,

musician and humanitarian,” added Lon-

don Branch, a close family friend.

Major event
planned for
Ross Clay
By Alice Thomas-Tisdale
Jackson Advocate Publisher

See Dr. Clay on page 11A

Lamell McMorris
joins a new breed of
Washington insiders

Dr. Clay

By Earnest McBride
Jackson Advocate Contributing Editor

Today, Nov. 20, Universal (World)

Children’s Day is being observed

across the globe.

First proclaimed by the United Na-

tions General Assembly in 1954, Uni-

versal Children’s Day was established

to encourage all countries to institute a

day to promote mutual exchange and

understanding among children, and to

initiate action to benefit and promote

the welfare of the world’s children.

Nov. 20 is also the anniversary of the

day in 1959 when the U.N. General As-

sembly adopted the Declaration of the

Rights of the Child.

The Convention on the Rights of the

Child was signed on the same day in

1989 and has since been ratified by 193

countries.

Children’s Day observances in the

United States predate both Mother’s

and Father’s Day. The celebration of a

special Children’s Day in America

dates from the 1860s and earlier.

In 1856, the Rev. Charles H.

Leonard, pastor of the First Universal-

ist Church in Chelsea, MS, set aside a

Universal 
Children’s
Day observed

See Children on page 11A

By Barbra Harris
Jackson Advocate News Service

McMorris

By Patrice Sulton
Jackson Advocate Entertainment Writer

See Oakley on page 11A

See McMorris on page 11A

Gov. Haley Barbour an-

nounced Tuesday that he supports

a 24-cents-per-pack tax increase

on cigarettes as recommended by

the special Tax Study Commis-

sion appointed earlier this year.

Cigarette manufacturers who

were not part of the multi-billion

1998 tobacco lawsuit settlement

will be required to pay an addi-

tional 43 cents a pack, according

to the governor’s proposal.

Barbour’s announcement Tues-

day came on the heels of an ear-

lier announcement of a major re-

duction in most state services

because of lower-than-expected

revenues in October. Education

Medicaid, corrections, homestead

exemption and family and chil-

dren’s services would be exempt

from the announced cuts, how-

ever.

Tobacco-based tax revenue is

expected to withstand the call

for a smoke-free Mississippi

from three health-related groups

in the state. State Rep. John

Mayo announced earlier today

that he supports the push for a

smoke-free Mississippi, wherein

all tobacco products would be

banned from public places, in-

cluding nightclubs and restau-

rants. Results of a public opinion

Barbour yields on 
tobacco tax increase
By Earnest McBride
JA Contributing Editor

Barbour Watson

See Tobacco on page 11A

See Edwards on page 11A

The election of America’s first African American

President has triggered more than 200 hate-related in-

cidents, according to the Southern Poverty Law Cen-

ter – a record in modern presidential elections. The

latest personal attack on Pres-

ident-Elect Barack Obama

may be coming from militant

Muslims abroad, but there’s a lot going on in the U.S.

from skinheads and Ku Klux Klan members as well.

Before Al-Qaida’s No. 2 leader Ayman al-Zawahri

dismissed Mr. Obama as a nation builder, calling him

“a house negro,” whatever Klan members were

smoking in their hate pipe has them believing Obama

got his intelligence from “the white side of his fam-

ily.” Even Senator John McCain’s body language at

Monday’s meeting in Chicago hinted at the fact that

he’s not comfortable with Obama being his com-

mander in chief.

Watching Obama’s mother-in-law scurry her

granddaughters into a black

SUV Wednesday morning

made it all too clear she’s

worried about their safety like never before. It didn’t

help matters any for ABC News to be so casual about

divulging that no secret service is allowed in the Pres-

ident’s private quarters, and that the first family can

see the monuments outside their secret balcony. It’s

now referred to as the balcony, formerly known as 

Obama under attack from
more than Ku Klux Klan
By Alice Thomas-Tisdale
Jackson Advocate Publisher

See Attacks on page 11A

NEWS ANALYSIS

President-Elect Barack Obama has
picked Eric Himpton Holder, Jr. to
serve as Attorney General. If ap-
proved, Holder, 57, will become the
first African American to hold the
post. A former Clinton administra-
tion official, Holder served as a D.C.
Superior Court judge, U.S. Attorney
and Deputy Attorney General. He is
currently a senior legal advisor to
Obama, a position he also held in
Obama’s campaign. Former Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle is in
line to become secretary of Health
and Human Services. Indications
are Peter R. Orszag, director of the
Congressional Budget Office, will
be asked to be White House budget
director. Senator Hillary Clinton has
not confirmed she will sign on for
Secretary of State.

ANOTHER ‘FIRST’ FOR OBAMA

100th birthday bash!



Oakley

--------------------------------------------------------------

$480/Mo! 5BR/3BA 
$300/Mo! 4BR/2BA 

Foreclosures & HUD
Homes 5% down, 

20 yrs @ 8%! 
Buy Must Sell! 

For listings 
1-800-620-4856 

Ext T267
1TC: 11-20-08

--------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------

New Log Cabin and 
7 acres with dockable

lake frontage –
only $89,900. 

Sale Saturday, November
22nd – SAVE BIG! 

Gentle slope to water,
2128 sqft cabin kit, 

ideal Alabama location.
Ask how to pay no 

closing costs! Call now 
1-800-564-5092 x1389

1TC: 11-20-08

--------------------------------------------------------------

$500! 
POLICE IMPOUNDS!

Hondas, Fords, Chevys, 
Toyotas, Jeeps, etc. 

from $500!
Cars/Trucks/SUVs! 

For listings 
1-800-521-8673

1TC: 11-20-08

---------------------------------------------------------------

HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED

ON A YAMAHA RHINO SIDE-

BY-SIDE ATV or received

a recall letter from Yamaha

on this ATV? You may be

entitled to compensation.

Contact Attorney Charles

Johnson 1-800-535-5727.
1TC: 11-20-08

Juvenile Justice Committee will

examine a  variety of youth jus-

tice matters during hearings

scheduled for Nov. 24-25 at the

Capitol.

“Chairman Earle Banks and his

committee have a tremendous op-

portunity to show our children

and their parents that Mississippi

lawmakers will not tolerate a bro-

ken, abusive, wasteful, juvenile

justice system,” Atwood said.

“Our youth court judges should

be aware that children are not get-

ting the help they desperately

need when they are sent to Oak-

ley,” Atwood said.

Nearly four years ago, Missis-

sippi agreed to stop the abuse and

neglect of children detained at its

youth prisons. The latest report by

court monitors inspecting Oakley

to determine if the state is meet-

ing the conditions of a consent

decree with the Department of

Justice was filed Nov. 12.

The report found the state is in

“substantial compliance” with

only 16 percent of the consent de-

cree’s provisions almost four

years after the agreement. This is

a one percent increase since

March 2008. It also found the

prison has been stagnant on 69

percent of the provisions, show-

ing neither progress nor decline.

Among the report’s findings:

• Oakley still does not have

adequate staff to monitor and su-

pervise its residents. The report

noted the staff is “creating an un-

safe environment and encourages

a culture in which youth become

afraid and instinctively resort to

violence.”

• Oakley is in compliance with

only 22 percent of the suicide pre-

vention provisions. It found that

“youth are not being appropri-

ately identified at risk of suicide”

and that treatment plans for suici-

dal youths are not being devel-

oped. The report also noted it is

unacceptable that the director of

program services described the

daily assessments of suicidal

youths as a “work in progress.”

• Oakley is in compliance with

only 4 percent of the provisions

for mental health care and reha-

bilitative services. The monitor

said that the mental health staff is

not aware of what occurs in psy-

chiatric treatment, and individual

behavior modification plans are

not being written. Also, not all of

the youths requiring individual

therapy are receiving it.

• Only 69.5 percent of the

youths referred to substance

abuse groups are receiving treat-

ment, the report found.

• Four months after the last in-

spection of Oakley, it remains in a

state of disrepair. The report

found that the “cottages are in

such disrepair that if they cannot

be repaired to proper specifica-

tions, they should be demol-

ished.”

The monitors toured the facility

during the last week of September

and into early October. Their pre-

vious visit was in early June. This

was the first monitors’ report

since the closing of the Columbia

Training School, which came in

response to a lawsuit filed by the

Southern Poverty Law Center.

The consent decree with the

Department of Justice lawsuit

came after a 2003 department

study that found shockingly inhu-

mane conditions at Oakley. In ad-

dition to being hog-tied and left

for days in pitch-black cells, chil-

dren ages 10 to 17 were some-

times sprayed with chemicals

during mandatory exercises and

forced to eat their own vomit.

Others were forced to run with

automobile tires around their

necks or mattresses on their

backs.

McMorris
“We’ve got to learn the busi-

ness of politics and Capitol Hill

and not just the issues,” McMorris

says. “We must attach resources

and infrastructure to issues and

movements.”

Recognizing the historic mag-

nitude of the moment, Perennial

hosted eight star-studded events at

this year’s Democratic National

Convention in Denver. At each

gathering awards were given to

celebrity-driven charitable organ-

izations such as the Black Eyed

Peas Peapods’, Hill Harper’s

Manifest Your Destiny, and Al

Sharpton’s Not This Time. Peren-

nial garnered the support of

Wyclef Jean, John Legend, and

other top-selling artists who per-

formed live at each “Party with a

Purpose.” 

Acknowledging those who

made Obama’s candidacy possi-

ble, McMorris celebrated Fannie

Lou Hamer, Shirley Chisholm,

Ron Brown, Dorothy Height, and

other civil rights icons at every op-

portunity. He emphasizes that

their contributions were vital to

his success as a young entrepre-

neur.

“You couldn’t be on Wall Street

or Pennsylvania Avenue with the

efforts of these folks,” he says.

McMorris is no stranger to the

grassroots approach to social

change himself.  A self-described

child of the movement, he has

served as executive director and

CEO of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, director

of the Chicago Urban League’s

Youth Development Initiative,

and was the national coordinator

of the “Redeem the Dream”

March on Washington. In fact,

McMorris was on the national

search committee that selected the

Jackson Advocate’s own Ben

Jealous, 35, as the new national

president of the NAACP.  With a

B.A. in Religion and Society from

Morehouse College and Masters’

in Divinity from Princeton Uni-

versity, he notes and incorporates

the importance of the role of the

black church to any mobilization

effort.  

Always an advocate for peo-

ple’s concerns, McMorris has

now taken that passion to an en-

trepreneurial level, inspiring other

young people behind him to do

the same.  He is a shining example

of what is to come, as we move

from framing to reframing, from

building to sustaining a perennial

movement.

Tobacco
poll promoting smoke-free

workplaces were scheduled to

be released Thursday. The

smoke-free movement is pro-

moted by the American Heart As-

sociation, the American Lung

Association of Mississippi and the

Partnership for a Healthy Missis-

sippi.

Barbour’s concession on the to-

bacco tax will not satisfy the de-

mands of legislators who have

been pushing for a dollar-a-pack

increase, says House Ways and

Means Committee Chairman

Percy Watson of Hattiesburg.

“The devil is in the details,”

Watson said Wednesday by phone

from his law office in Hattiesburg.

“The tobacco tax was included in

the proposal of the governor’s

own tax commission. But his pro-

posed 24-cents increase is still far

away from the dollar-per-pack in-

crease members of the house have

been proposing. We will adopt a

budget on December 3. But I can

foresee an impasse between the

house and senate over the tax

issue. I think the house wants to

impose a minimum 50 cents tax

on cigarettes.”    

The state has a $391 million

“rainy day” fund in cash set aside

for emergency purposes. Barbour,

however, has always opposed dip-

ping into the rainy-day fund, even

in the first two years of his admin-

istration when rainy-day fund

money was used to fund the ade-

Children
Sunday for the dedication of

children to the Christian life.

He also proclaimed the day

for the re-dedication of parents

and guardians to bringing up

their children in Christian nur-

ture. The service was first ob-

served on the second Sunday in

June.

The Universalist Convention

at Baltimore in September 1867

passed a resolution asking

churches to set aside one Sun-

day in each year as Children’s

Day.

The Methodist Episcopal

Church at the Methodist Con-

ference of 1868 recommended

that the second Sunday in June

be annually observed as Chil-

dren’s Day.

The General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in 1883

designated the “second Sabbath

in June as Children’s Day.”

Also in 1883, the National

Council of Congregational

Churches and almost all the

state bodies of that denomina-

tion passed resolutions com-

mending the observance of the

day.

About that time, many other

denominations adopted similar

recommendations.

Chase’s Calendar of Events
cites Children’s Sunday and

notes that the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts issues an an-

nual proclamation for the sec-

ond Sunday in June.

Numerous churches and de-

nominations currently observe

the second Sunday in June as

Children’s Day, including the

AME Church and the Church of

the Nazarene.

President Bill Clinton pro-

claimed National Children’s

Day in 2000 and declared that it

be observed on Oct. 8.

President George W. Bush

proclaimed National Child’s

Day as June 3, 2001, and in

subsequent years, further decla-

rations were made for dates in

early June.

Nowhere in any of the

proclamations did the President

refer to the United Nations or

Edwards

Dr. Clay

On Monday, October 6, the 2008-2009 Officers of

the National Council of Negro Women, Inc., Metro

Jackson Section were sworn-in by Hinds County

Chancery Judge Patricia Wise. They are: Irene

German, President; Delores Lee, 1st Vice Presi-

dent; Cherri Green, 2nd Vice President; Ruth

Mosley, Treasurer; Itelia Grant, Financial Secre-

tary; Pat Sanders Ford, Recording Secretary;

Velma McLin Mitchell, Assistant Recording Secre-

tary; Lucille Jordan, Correspondence Secretary;

Loraine Bishop, Chaplain; Edith Carter and Joyce

Collins, Historians; and Lenora Reed, Parliamen-

tarian. This year the ladies of NCNW, Inc., Metro

Jackson Section will continue their mission of

community development and education. 

NCNW OFFICERS SWORN-IN

quate education program.

State Rep. George Flaggs of

Vicksburg, a member of the leg-

islative budget committee and

chairman of the house banking

committee, proposes an 82 cents

per pack increase. He also advo-

cates tapping the rainy-day fund

for up to $100 million to make up

predicted budget shortfalls.

“The 24-cents per pack increase

proposed by the governor will not

help us meet the essential needs of

the state and help us prepare for

future needs,” said Flaggs. 

An 82 cents increase will gener-

ate approximately $213 million in

new revenue, Flaggs estimates.

Flaggs wants $84 million of the

new money to go to the Medicaid

program. Another $45 million

would offset the governor’s pro-

posed hospital bed tax and $84

million would go to the state’s

general fund to help offset pro-

posed tuition increases for univer-

sity and community college

students.

State requires the 2010 budget

to be submitted by mid-Decem-

ber. Budget refinements will then

be taken up by the state legislature

when it convenes after January 7,

2009.

the U.N. resolution about Uni-

versal Child Day.

In fact, the U.S. is one of only

two countries that have not rat-

ified the U.N Convention on the

Rights of the Child. The only

other country is Somalia.

Each year since 2002, partic-

ipating McDonald’s restaurants

across the nation have cele-

brated World Children’s Day, an

annual program that raises

funds and awareness for Ronald

McDonald House Charities and

other children’s causes.

In addition to traditional

fund-raising efforts, this year,

for the first time, consumers can

get involved online with a new

social networking viral cam-

paign.

“Today more than ever, it’s

important to give back,” Mc-

Donald’s USA president Don

Thompson said. “During this

season of giving, we should all

be mindful of the individuals

and children in need in commu-

nities across our country.

“At McDonald’s, we want to

offer a few simple and easy

ways to join our fund-raising ef-

forts,” Thompson said. “This

World Children’s Day, we have

the opportunity to come to-

gether and make a difference.”

Everyone can support World

Children’s Day at McDonald’s

through the “Give A Hand” for

RMHC program. The paper

hands will be sold for $1 each,

with all proceeds going to

RMHC.

In addition, when customers

visit participating McDonald’s

restaurants today, $1 from the

sale of select menu items will

be donated to RMHC.

New to this year’s campaign

is an online extension of the in-

restaurant Give A Hand pro-

gram. Log on to the

McDonald’s Website for in-

structions.

Dr. Clay is an integral part of

Farish Street Baptist Church.

There he has served as musi-

cian, Sunday school teacher,

chaplain and secretary/treasurer

of the Brotherhood. He has also

offered his talents to Mt. Olive

Baptist Church in Pocahontas

and College Hill Baptist

Church. “He’s a wonderful per-

son and we love him,” said

longtime Farish Street member

Dorothy Stewart.

Born Dec. 15, 1908, in Cone-

hatta, Newton County, MS,

Ross Clay was educated in

Jackson at Jim Hill Elementary,

Lanier High and Jackson State

University. He completed post

graduate work at Indiana Uni-

versity in Bloomington. As a

composer, Dr. Clay has numer-

ous hymns, anthems, cantatas,

piano and organ selections to his

credit. His dedication to music

instruction has not gone without

applause. He received an hon-

orary Doctor of Divinity in

Church Music from McKinley

Theological Seminary in Jack-

son.

Dr. Clay has held teaching

stints at Corinth High School,

Humphrey Co. Training School,

Arkansas Baptist College,

Geeter High School, Friendship

Junior College, Philander Smith

College, Lane College, and

Jackson State University. A

Mr. Smith is survived by eight

children: Mittie Ann Smith, Carl

Smith, Clemetta Webb, Bernard

Lindsey, Charlene Lindsey, Har-

rison Rozell, Curtis Rozell and

Bobby Lindsey. He also leaves

behind one brother and a sister

and 21 grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by

his wife of 42 years, Flora B.

Smith. Lakeover Memorial Fu-

neral Home of Jackson was in

charge of services conducted on

Saturday, Oct. 25, at Pleasant Hill

M. B. Church in Bolton. 

secret. I thought it weird when the

news cameras slowly zoomed in

on the windows of what will be

one of the Obama children’s bed-

rooms. Was I the only one who

imagined a sniper’s scope?

News flash. For al-Zawahri,

President-Elect Obama is no

house slave. He’s more like Mal-

colm X, who al-Zawahri praised,

than most people realize. For the

KKK, put down the hate pipe and

start wearing a love patch. You’re

beginning to embarrass your own

race, which should tell you some-

thing. For Senator McCain, get

over it or retire. For news media

around the globe, stop subliminal

messaging. 

Attacks
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score of his students have

achieved prominence in the field

of music. Among them are JSU

Music Department Chair Dr.

Jimmie James and Mississippi

Cultural Ambassador Ora Reed.

He holds membership in nu-

merous educational and civic or-

ganizations. Among them are

the National Education Associa-

tion, American Association of

University Professors, American

Association of Retired Persons,

West Jackson Lodge 697, 32 de-

gree Mason, and West Jackson

Consistory 117.

Dr. Clay, widowed a few

years ago, has one son, Ross C.

Clay, Jr., and two grandsons.

For more information on the

100th birthday celebration, call

601-355-0636.

Need a professional website, image, 

communications or IT solution for 

your work or home office? 

Extraordinary Gentlemen has the time-efficient

solutions you need at the cost you can afford.

WEBSITE PACKAGES STARTING AT $225!

Visit www.egentz.com, 

email us at services@egentz.com 

or call 601-543-9600 for more info.

SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE 

JACKSON 
ADVOCATE

CALL: 601-948-4122


